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upon, that the same privilege should not be also
allowed with respect to horses, since there was a
certain species of dogs, such as pointers, .setters, &c.
that were scarcely less valuable. According to the
same mode of reasoning too, he did not see why
there should not be a general scramble for all the
hats upon the heads of those gentlemen who did not
pay the hat duty ; nor why any person should not
convert the powder, another man wore, to his own use,
if he suspected that man had not taken out a license.
It was true, that" after any person had lost his dog in
this manner, a clause was provided, whereby he
might bring an action, and maintain a right to
recover damages from the converter; but how
would it happen, if the dog still fond of his former
attachments, should follow his old master ? That
master might, in such a case, be whipped as a dog-
stealer, though he should afterwards gain an action
to prove the prosecutor the thief. He abhorred the
bill for its inhumanity, because it was an encou-
ragement to massacre ; and even if the inhumanity
of it were entirely out of the question, he should
consider it ill timed, in point of policy, inasmuch
as it was brought forward at a time when a part of
this useful species was co-operating with the com-
bined, powers, by maintaining, with unparalleled
ferocity, the cause of religion and humanity. In
short, it was shewing such ingratitude to oar allies*
as could never be justified, lie came at last to one
qualifying clause, which was intended to enact, that
puppies, when born, shook! not be liable to the pe-
nalty. But he wished to know at what time they
were to be made liable, and by what parish register
they were to ascertain the birth of puppies, for he
thought there would be some difficulty in getting
people to come forward and record precisely every
hour what bitch litters. A doctrine had been incul-
cated, that dogs devour the sustenance of the poor,
and therefore we were now to be in the state of a
besieged garrison, feed upon the fare of dogs